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Regulations for the Conferral of Doctoral Degrees for

the International Doctoral Program of Marine Science and
Technology
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Applicable from 2026-27 academic year onwards
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Amended and approved at the 1st College Council meeting on October 13, 2025
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L. These regulations are formulated in accordance with the University’s
Regulations for the Detailed Implementation of Doctoral and Master’s
Degree Examination for the International Doctoral Program of Marine
Science and Technology (hereinafter referred to as the “Program™.)
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II.  Matters relevant to the studies:
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1. permissible study period: two to seven years (excluding the periods of

admission deferral and suspension of studies), as stipulated by the
Ministry of Education (MOE)
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2. course requirements:
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(1) Course selection shall be approved by students’ advisor.
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(2) Students shall complete a minimum of 24 credits for graduation
including the following core and elective courses:
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Any dispute over interpretations of these regulations shall be resolved in the court of law based on the Chinese version.
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1. core courses-module A: at least 6 credits from “Independent
Study’’ or equivalent thereof and at least 4 credits from
“Seminar/Colloquium”, both of which are specified by
individual groups of the Program
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ii. elective courses: at least 14 credits from the elective courses

specified by individual groups of the Program (Please refer
to its website for more details.)
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3. advisors: Advisors shall be full-time faculty of the College of Marine
Sciences. Students who need an advisor from other colleges of the
University due to certain important reasons shall have a co-advisor from
the College of Marine Sciences.
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4. thesis advisory committee: The advisor shall establish a thesis advisory
committee for the student, with 3 to 5 internal and external
scholars/experts in the discipline relevant to the student’s research. The
schedule of committee meetings shall be upon the decision among the
advisor, the committee and the student. The list of committee members
shall be submitted to the academic council of the degree program for
reference, and the advisor shall not serve as the convener.
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II1. Qualiﬁcation exams for doctoral degree candidacy:
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1. Doctoral students shall apply for the qualification exam within three
years after the admission (excluding the period of suspension of
studies), with the application submitted within the first month of each
semester. The exam shall consist of a subject exam and an oral defense
on their research dissertation. Exam subjects shall be decided by the
advisor, and the content of the exam by an ad hoc review committee
for doctoral degree candidacy. The subject exam may be conducted in
writing or orally, with the evaluation result as “Pass” or “Fail.” The
abovementioned review committee shall consist of 3 to 5 internal and
external scholars/experts, who shall be decided and invited by the
thesis advisory committee, and the advisor shall not serve as the
convenor. Students may retake any failed subjects once within one
year after the announcement of the result; failing the retake shall result
in dismissal from the University.
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2. A complete research proposal for their dissertation shall be submitted
to the aforementioned review committee at least two weeks prior to
the oral defense. Students who fail their oral defense may retake it
once within a year after the result; failing the retake shall result in
dismissal from the University.
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definition of semesters: the Fall semester (from August 1 to January 31) and
the Spring semester (from February 1 to July 31)
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IV. Doctoral dissertation exam:
BLEEFEEALHPEETIE RS ETY GRLH TF-
Ph.D. candidates shall meet the following requirements before taking the
doctoral dissertation exam:
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1. completing required courses
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2. publishing academic papers:
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(1) presenting in at least one international academic conference
conducted in English (A letter of paper acceptance or the conference
agenda shall be provided as the proof, along with pictures of
participation in the conference or online.)
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(2) publishing at least one paper relevant to their dissertation in SCIE or
SSCI journal as the first or corresponding author (Papers accepted
for publication shall be deemed as being published.)
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3. engaging in international exchange activities (applicable only to

Taiwanese students) & & 2 * ;%—;/,F, + & ( Doctoral Dissertation
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Students shall engage in one of the following international exchange

activities before taking the doctoral dissertation exam:
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(1) short-term overseas studies including conducting laboratory

research and taking relevant courses for at least three months in
total
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(2) obtaining a dual degree from an overseas partner university
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(3) Students who are in service upon admission (employment

certificate required) or have specific reasons (such as pregnancy
and childcare), and are unable to travel abroad for a long period,

shall publish at least one paper at one international academic
conference or symposium. If international traveling is restricted
due to global pandemic, online participation may be accepted, with
relevant details to be determined by the academic council herein.
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4. English proficiency:
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Students shall take one of the following English proficiency tests, and
its required score shall be as follow: TOEFL-iBT 71 or above, TOEIC
750 or above, GEPT Listening & Reading high-intermediate level,
IELTS 5.5 or above, BESTEP Listening & Reading 200 or above or
Speaking & Writing 560 or above, or equivalent thereof. The students
who fail to meet the requirement shall take 6 credits of high-
intermediate (or higher) level of English courses for undergraduates
or/and relevant English courses for graduates; the score of each course
shall be B (70) or above, and the credits earned shall not be counted as
credits for graduation. The requirement of English proficiency may be
waived for students who obtain their bachelor’s degree from a MOE-
accredited university of an English-speaking country, or those who
have the nationality of an English-speaking country or a country where
English is an official language.
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An ad hoc review committee for doctoral dissertation exam shall
consist of 5 to 7 internal and external scholars/experts, nominated by
the thesis advisory committee in accordance with the University’s
Regulations for the Detailed Implementation of Doctoral and Master’s
Degree Examination, with approval from the chair of the degree
program and the President; the student’s advisor shall not serve as the
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convenor. The dissertation shall be checked by an originality analysis
system, and its analysis and result shall meet the requirement stipulated
in the University’s Regulations for the Detailed Implementation of
Doctoral and Master’s Degree Examination. Students who fail the
doctoral dissertation exam and are still within the permissible period of
studies may retake it only once in the following semester or academic
year; failing the retake shall result in dismissal from the University.
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V.  Graduation:
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Students shall graduate if they fulfill the requirements in these regulations.
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VI. Matters not covered herein shall be handled in accordance with relevant laws.
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VII. These regulations are approved by the Degree Program Council, the College
Council, and the President before implementation. Amendments to these
regulations shall follow the same procedure.
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